
Lafayette High School 

AP Seminar 
Mandatory Summer Assignment: Non-fiction analysis 

Please read the directions carefully and email Meredith.bernhard@fayette.kyschools.us, if you have any 
questions. 

Purpose: 
This assignment is intended to prepare you for the rigors of our course and to begin developing your close and critical 
reading skills. Additionally, we want you to begin working on becoming a world citizen; knowing what is going on in the 
world around you is critical to making informed decisions and having intelligent conversations. The written products you 
generate will function as a diagnostic and allow your instructors to formatively assess your skills in close reading, 
analysis, and effective communication through writing.  

Assignment: 
Select three (3) readings from the lists below – two (2) “short reads and one (1) “long read”. You will need to thoroughly 
mark up these texts with annotations. The articles with your notes will be collected on the first day of class. You will then 
write a reflection for each of the three pieces using the four questions listed below. Your score will be based on two 
things: 1. Annotating directly on the text; 2. Your typed analysis and reflection.  

Requirements:  

• Print off a copy of the texts you have chosen from my website: https://meredithbernhard.weebly.com 
• Annotate each text (see below for a list of how to read critically and annotate effectively).  
• On a clean page in your journal, note the author, title, and date at the top. Write a one-page reflection which 

includes the following: 
o 1. What is the author’s central argument? How do you know this? Based on your annotations, identify the 

author’s central argument and discuss how you know this to be true. 
o 2. Discuss the author’s line of reasoning: what claims is he/she making? How are the claims related to one 

another? Does the ordering of these claims make sense in the overall argument being made? 
o 3. Do you think the author makes an effective argument? Do his facts, stats, quotes, etc. support the 

claims that he/she is making? Refer to the text and discuss your response.  
o 4. Do you agree with the author’s argument? Explain why.  

Due Date: 
This assignment is due the first day of class.  

Text Selections  

Long Reads (choose one from this list to print, read, and annotate): 
“A World Without Work” by Derek Thompson (The Atlantic)  
“Millennials Are Screwed” by Michael Hobbes (Highline)  
 
Short Reads (choose two from this list to print, read, and annotate): 
“The Psychology of Ambition” by Nassir Gheami (Psychology Today) 
“The Dark Side of Blue Light” by Harvard Health (Harvard Health) 
“Phone Addiction is Real – And so are its Mental Health Risks” by Alice G. Walton (Forbes) 
“How Income Affects the Brain” by Olga Khazan (The Atlantic) 
“The Neuroscience of Music, Mindset, and Motivation” by Christopher Bergland (Psychology Today)  

Annotating Text—Active Reading  

First, reading and constructing meaning from a text is a complex and active process. As active readers, you should have 
questions in mind while reading a text, and the goal should be to find answers to these questions. Unlike highlighting 
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alone, the process of annotating helps you stay focused and involved with the text. The process of taking notes (especially 
on the reading/text itself) while reading will help you concentrate and retain more. Be an active reader! This means that 
you read each column with a pen/pencil in hand. Think about what you’re reading as you read it and notice everything. 
You cannot do this if you merely skim the text.  

Think of annotations as “showing your thinking” while you read just as you must sometimes show your work in a math 
problem. You are showing what you are thinking while you read and analyze. At the very least I would suggest a phrase 
or sentence of summary at the end of each paragraph. This holds you accountable for understanding what you read before 
you get to the end and say, “What did I just read?”  

Interpretive Notes and Symbols that might be helpful:  

•  Underline or highlight key words, phrases, or sentences that are important to understanding the text.  
• Write questions or comments in the margins—your thoughts or conversation with the text.  
• Bracket important ideas or passages AND note why they’re important.  
• Connect ideas with lines or arrows.  
• Use numbers in the margin to indicate the sequence of points the author makes in developing a single argument.  
• Use a star or asterisk (whatever you use--be consistent) in the margin to emphasize the most important statements. 

Use the symbol sparingly so that you know what is MOST important and you don’t convolute the text 
unnecessarily.  

• Use “???” for sections or ideas you don’t understand.  
• Circle words you don’t know. Look them up AND write the definition in the margins.  
• A check mark or a plus sign means “I understand.”  
• Use “!!!” when you come across something new, interesting, or surprising.  
• Note imagery, figurative language, and tone (label with specific tone word).  
• Note interesting or eye-catching diction (effective or unusual word choice).  

As you mark, you should begin to notice patterns the author has or where he/she deviates from a pattern. Much of 
the work of a critical or analytical reader is in noticing these patterns and variations. Notice that annotations are 
meant to be more than a “scavenger hunt” for literary techniques and rhetorical devices. Along with marking these 
you should comment on the effectiveness or significance of the device.  

*It is important to preview the text your student has selected to make sure that it meets 
your expectations for what is appropriate within your home. 


